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SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK

Tutu ana te puehu Stirring up the dust

Food and Justice: ‘Our Daily Bread’

Social Justice Week (9-15 September) focuses on food and justice and what Catholic social teaching says 
about sharing the good things from the earth. Resources have been prepared for parishes and schools. 

Read more on pages 4 and 7. Check out www.caritas.org.nz and www.socialjusticeweek.org.nz.
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INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Reports of peace from Afghanistan
Caritas staff Tara D’Sousa and Nick Borthwick recently visited Bamyan province 
in Afghanistan, where Caritas supports an education and rural development 
programme. Despite recent violence in northeast Bamyan, Tara and Nick 
say their biggest impression of the areas they visited (Shaidan Valley and 
Yakawlang) was one of peacefulness and harmony.

‘People are just going about their daily lives and making the most of their 
opportunities,’ says Nick. 

Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand’s partner Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is 
working with communities on soil and water conservation to better manage 
watersheds and the steep slopes that surround deep, green valleys. One of the 
most profound things, says Nick, was to witness ‘converting dry, arid, rocky and 
overgrazed swathes of land on these hillsides into ... green and regenerated 
hillsides which have shrubs and wild plants growing.’ The technique for doing so 
was introduced to Afghanistan by a CRS expert from India, and was successfully 
used in two neighbouring provinces before being introduced to Bamyan.

The multi-faceted programme also works with savings groups of men and 
women, to improve their ability to provide food and earn income from products 
such as wheat, potatoes, vegetables, sewing and handicrafts. Community-
based schools are supported to provide children in remote rural areas access to 
education.

The New Zealand Aid Programme is funding this project in 2012-2014. 

Caritas expresses its condolences to the family and friends of New Zealand 
soldiers recently killed in Afghanistan. We appreciated assistance from the New 
Zealand Provincial Reconstruction Team during the visit, and acknowledge the 
protective role it offers development work in the region.

Living livelihoods in Tonga
Lisa Vehikite (left) is the leader of a tapa-making group that is finding new life through a 
Caritas programme in Tonga. Lisa’s group is one of 43 micro-enterprises benefiting from small 
loans provided through Caritas Tonga in partnership with Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand. The 
scheme has been made possible by the New Zealand Aid programme and our New Zealand 
donors. 

Lisa’s husband works in Australia picking fruit for seven months each year. She has five 
children at home in Utulau Village on the main island of Tongatapu. Income she earns through 
the tapa making group helps pay her children’s school fees. She heard about the scheme at a 
community meeting where Caritas Tonga’s Amelia Ma’afu spoke. ‘This project makes me feel 
like I am a real mother ... someone else is helping us to do our work at home,’ says Lisa. Her 
dream is to one day have her own handicraft shop.

In all, groups involved in the three-year Caritas programme will reach 425 households in 21 
villages across Tongatapu and Vava’u to the north. Groups consisting of 8 to 15 people are 
given a loan of up to 5,000 Tongan pa’anga (NZ$3,516) at a low interest rate of three percent 
(standard Tonga interest rates are as high as 25 percent). Monthly repayments are made over a 
12-month term. Once the loan is repaid, the funds are available for other groups to use – or the 
same group for a new project. 

Most projects involve traditional activities such as tapa making, mat weaving, pig and chicken 
farming, sewing, fishing, and crop growing. Crops include peanuts, yams, kava and cassava. 
Products are sold at local markets. 

Become a One World Partner as a regular donor to Caritas, and you can read more about the 
Tonga livelihoods programme in our latest One World Partnership newsletter.

Contour walls using 
stones from the 
area, and special 
pits behind them 
are used to help 
retain meltwater 
– improving flood 
protection, and 
greening hillsides to 
provide more animal 
feed. 

ph
ot

os
: n

ic
k 

bo
rt

hw
ic

k/
ca

ri
ta

s.

ph
ot

o:
 em

ily
 b

en
ef

ie
ld

/c
ar

ita
s.



3

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

In June, we received the news that four out of five international 
development programmes we submitted towards the government’s 
Sustainable Development Fund received conditional approval. 
Detailed design is now taking place involving Caritas, our overseas 
partners and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade. 

Programmes conditionally approved include economic development 
for indigenous communities in Cambodia, cooperative-based 
enterprises in Nepal, and a proposal with seven other New Zealand-
based development organisations to help disaster preparedness in 
Fiji, Tonga and Vanuatu.

The fourth programme to gain approval was a three-year 
livelihoods programme with Caritas Papua New Guinea totalling 
$725,000. This programme will provide food, income and greater 
protection against natural and human threats for 4000 villagers 
across three Papua New Guinea provinces.

This ambitious programme was made possible by earlier donor 
support for a trial project and baseline survey in previous years.

Villagers in the programme will grow crops such as cocoa, coconut, 
rubber trees, rice and vegetables, as well as raising poultry and 
developing fisheries.

This diversification will provide better food supplies, extra income, 
and help communities through cyclones, storm surges and drought. 
The alternative crops also meet the threat faced from palm oil 
exploitation and other ‘big business’ developments. In addition, 
improved water supply systems, latrines and hygiene training will 
benefit health. 

Overall, these activities will improve living conditions for 600 
households in eight villages across West New Britain, Manus and 
Bougainville provinces, among the most vulnerable to climate change. 

Secure livelihoods counter empty promises from oil palm
The new programme is 
a direct outcome of the 
‘success story’ of Kapo 
community – an island-
based village in Kimbe, 
West New Britain. 

Families in Kapo 
had watched as the 
communities of two 
neighbouring villages were 
deceived and torn apart by 
expanding, government-
backed palm oil plantations. 

Customary land was sold or leased to palm oil companies for 
‘easy’ short term money on the promise of jobs, future income, 
roads, markets and schools. Instead people were left landless and 
unemployed. Rivers and drinking water became polluted with 
contaminants, so that fish, instead of providing a staple food, 
caused sickness and even death.

The families of Kapo did not want this future. So, supported by 
Caritas Papua New Guinea and Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand, 
a pilot income-generating project began planting 20,000 cocoa 
and coconut seedlings, along with taro, cassava, sweet potato and 
vegetables. The Kapo community has survived, and the project has 
provided income so that this community can stand together and 
say ‘no’ to palm oil expansions.

‘When your stomach isn’t empty you won’t sell your land,’ say 
villagers.

(See page 7 for a story on oil palm threats to West Papua.)

Healthy fish are a vital food source to the 
Kapo island community.
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Kiwi Karma comes around
Book your next accommodation needs through ‘Kiwi Karma’ and 
you’ll be giving to Caritas at the same time. Kiwi Karma is a new 
online accommodation booking service that Caritas has joined as 
one of only a handful of charities to receive donations through it. 
Please help us receive the maximum benefit from it by joining up 
and using the facility for all your accommodation needs within 
New Zealand. 

Kiwikarma.co.nz is a website where New Zealanders can 
give to the charity of their choice simply by booking their 
accommodation. Every time one of our supporters becomes a 
member and books accommodation through the site, we will 
benefit financially.

Nearly 400 hotels, motels and apartments from Alexandra to 
Whitianga are part of Kiwi Karma. They are all registered with 
Qualmark or an equivalent industry group so there is a good 
range of quality accommodation at various prices.

Hotels/motels pay a commission to Kiwi Karma for each guest 
referred to them from the website. Five dollars per room night 
booked is put into a central charity pool. Each charity receives 

a share based on how many Kiwi Karma members have chosen 
them as their favourite. So the more members that Caritas has 
with Kiwi Karma, the larger the share of donations we get. 

What do we need from you?
• Encourage as many people as you can to join Kiwi Karma 

and choose us. Remember the percentage of funds in the 
charity pool that comes to us is determined by the number 
of people who have become members and chosen us as 
their preferred charity!

• Use Kiwi Karma for your own accommodation (personal or 
work related). The site offers great accommodation options 
at good rates and makes a donation to us at no extra cost 
to you.

How does it work?
All you need to do is go online and:

Join    >>>   Look   >>>   Book

When you click ‘Book Now’ you are transferred to the website of 
the hotel/motel you are booking with. This means there is no risk 
of being double-booked or bookings not getting through as can 
happen with other accommodation sites.
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This year’s Social Justice Week (9-15 September) goes back to 
basics to consider ‘Our Daily Bread’: the struggle that many 
find to put food on the table, both in Aotearoa New Zealand 
and overseas. Each year Social Justice Week asks us to consider 
Catholic social teaching on a social justice issue relevant to our 

society. In 2012, ‘Our Daily Bread’ invites us 
to look at food and hunger.

The challenge to put adequate nutritious 
food on the table is felt both by New 
Zealand families, where many low-income 
households don’t have enough food; and 
globally where 925 million people go 
hungry. As a Eucharistic people, we are 
called to recognise Christ in the face of 
those who suffer from hunger. 

Social Justice Week provides an 
opportunity to consider why there is 
hunger in a world of abundant resources. 
In our daily life and liturgical celebrations, 
it is important to remember and value 
food as the result both of God’s gift and 

social justice week: our daily bread
human effort: ‘Fruit of the earth and work of human hands …’.

Catholic social teaching on food and hunger includes the annual 
Papal messages for World Food Day (16 October), as well as 
numerous references in the major social encyclicals. The New 
Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference have contributed to this 
tradition through their statement for this year’s Social Justice 
Week: The Hunger in our Midst.

The Caritas Social Justice Week booklet Our Daily Bread: 
Putting food on the table introduces the broad issues of food 
security (having enough nutritious food to eat) and food supply 
(distributing food fairly). Questions for reflection invite readers 
to consider their knowledge of, and attitudes to, hunger in New 
Zealand and overseas.

The education resource for schools Fruit of the earth and work of 
human hands provides classroom activities and lessons based on 
a focus around meals. There is a teaching ideas booklet, coupled 
with online worksheets, photo gallery and other resources. 

Watch out in September for an interactive website exploring 
food security and food justice issues through  blogs, videos, and 
additional resources. Go to www.socialjusticeweek.org.nz.
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parliamentary watch
Parliament is considering much legislation relating to the wellbeing of vulnerable people. Caritas has commented on the following.

immigration amendment bill
Outside 
Parliament: 
Caritas Director 
Julianne Hickey, 
Joe Moloney, 
ACMRO Director Fr 
Maurizio Pettena, 
Caritas Research 
& Advocacy 
Coordinator Lisa 
Beech. 

 
Based on protection of human dignity, Caritas opposed proposed 
changes to the Immigration Act to allow detention of asylum 
seekers arriving in groups of 11 or more. In presenting our case to 
Parliament, we were joined by the Australian Catholic Migrant and 
Refugee Office (ACMRO), who argued against introducing policies 
that the Australian government is now backing away from.

‘Mandatory detention is inhumane,’ ACMRO research and 
information officer Joe Moloney told Parliamentarians. ‘This is not 
just a Catholic belief. This is because in the last two years we’ve had 
nine suicides and over 370 suicide attempts.’ He said a further 386 
self-harm incidents involved both adults and children.

Caritas said the legislation should not proceed as it was unnecessary 
to prepare for mass arrivals of asylum seekers in New Zealand by 
boat. However, we also noted that the Bill proposed other changes 
that would affect a wider group of people in the immigration 
system. These include restrictions on judges’ ability to review cases 
and the ability to suspend determination of refugee claims.

welfare changes
Caritas expressed concern to Parliament about the extremely 
short time frame for submissions on the Social Security (Youth 
Support and Work Focus) Amendment Bill – 11 days.

Numerous passages were also deleted from publicly released 
documents on the Bill, but enough information was available to 
reveal a rushed and incomplete planning and implementation 
process. The changes, the first phase of the government’s welfare 
changes, affect a small but vulnerable group of 16-17 year olds 
living without the support of family, and 18-year-old sole parents.

state asset sales
Catholic tradition recognises both state ownership and the right 
to private property. However, on the basis of protecting the 
common good, Caritas told the Finance and Expenditure Select 
Committee that the sale of state power companies should not 
proceed unless adequate safeguards were put in place to protect 
vulnerable consumers. 

‘Caritas believes there may be greater inequality as a result of 
this legislation,’ Director Julianne Hickey said. 

‘What we must take into account … is how our arrangements 
affect the common good, which is the good of all of us, what 
we all need to live a truly human life as members of a human 
family. New Zealand does not have the regulatory environment 
to ensure the protection of the most vulnerable today and in the 
future, so partial privatisation may not help us to achieve the 
common good.’

All Caritas submissions to government are available on our website.
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Fruit of the earth and 
work of human hands.

Liturgy of the eucharist
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Light still shines over Bethlehem

Social needs of Christchurch supported 

The generosity of our donors continues to have an impact in 
Christchurch, where Caritas has recently supported two specialist 
social worker roles. The Catholic Education Office employed a new 
social worker in July to work with students, parents and teachers in 
the Canterbury area: identifying needs, and putting people in touch 
with Catholic Social Services (CSS) or other specialist help.

Earlier in the year, Caritas supported CSS to engage a specialist 
trauma social worker to identify and seek additional help for 
community members in critical social need. Both roles are for three 
years, and represent Caritas’ long-term engagement and support 
for those living with the effects of the earthquakes.

Caritas staff conducted an evaluation workshop in August on the 
Christchurch recovery programme. The meeting brought together 
all our relief partners such as the Christchurch diocese and 
agencies, St Vincent de Paul Society and the Menz Shed movement. 

Participants shared lessons learnt, and identified what the needs 
are now, with an emphasis on looking out for the most isolated and 
vulnerable. Caritas is aware that many are missing out on social 
services and assistance – people who were marginalised before 
have become more marginalised since the February 2011 quake.

In July, Caritas 
hosted Br Peter 
Bray (pictured left), 
Vice Chancellor 
of Bethlehem 
University for 
the last three 
years, and a New 
Zealand De La 
Salle Brother. 

‘It is the most 
difficult job 
but the most 
rewarding job I’ve 
ever had,’ Br Peter 
told a Wellington 
audience of 75 
people.

The University is located within the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, increasingly surrounded by Israel’s Separation Wall. Br 
Peter Bray spoke of the restrictions and obstacles students face 
just to complete their education: ‘the daily trip to the University 
involving checkpoints which make our students nervous, 
wondering how the guards will respond and whether they will 
be detained or let through’. It means there is much wasted time 
in travelling short distances, discouragement to attend, and 
difficulties in planning field trips for students. 

‘The restrictions, the unpredictability, the political landscape, 
they all make daily life for staff, students and faculty very 
challenging, but despite all of these factors, our students 
graduate.

Bethlehem University is a Catholic University for Palestinians, a 
joint venture between the Vatican and the De La Salle Brothers. 
Christians and Muslims study together on courses such as 
international cooperation and development, biotechnology, 
computers, tourism, hotel management, nursing and business 
administration. 

‘We’re unashamedly Catholic,’ says Br Peter, ‘but at the same 
time we’re proud to have a high percentage of Muslim students 
who feel comfortable here. They study each other’s religions side 
by side, and it is our hope that they will grow in understanding of 
the other religion and in time will help to erode the prejudices in 
their families and communities.

‘We strive to provide quality and excellence in higher education, 
but we also strive to be an oasis of peace, a beacon of hope where 
we keep hope alive among our students. I am not sure when 
peace will come but when it does Palestine will need educated, 
resourceful and creative people and Bethlehem University is 
helping to create the pool of people to make this happen.’

New Zealanders can donate to Bethlehem University through 
Caritas. Just post a cheque to Caritas, and ensure you indicate it is 
for Bethlehem University. We are also exploring future avenues for 
supporting the University’s work.
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CANTERBURY QUAKE UPDATE

Evaluating Christchurch recovery plans: (left to right) David Walters, Sue 
Devereux, Tara D’Sousa, Matt O’Connell. 

You can read more about our Christchurch recovery response at 
www.caritas.org.nz. 
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EMERGENCY UPDATE

end the hunger in the sahel 
Digging 
‘half moon 
trenches’ in 
Niger that 
will retain 
water 
when 
it rains. 
Niger is 
one of the 
countries 
worst 

affected by drought and erratic weather in the Sahel region of West 
Africa. Food prices remain high, but a good start has been made to 
expected September rains.

Thanks to your support, we have committed $225,000 to relief in 
Niger, and received an additional $139,000 from the New Zealand 
Aid Programme to support Caritas efforts. Across the region, where 
an estimated 18.7 million people are at risk, the Caritas network 
is providing emergency aid and helping communities put in place 
sustainable practises and assets that will help reduce the impact of 
future droughts.

Check our website for our Appeal video and documentary showing 
what’s being achieved by Caritas partners CADEV (Caritas Niger), 
CAFOD (Caritas England and Wales) and Catholic Relief Services.

water of life in the horn of africa
Last year, New Zealand donors gave more than $550,000 toward 
a global Caritas effort to address drought and famine in the Horn 
of Africa. Your contributions have helped build resilience in Kenya 
through water supplies, conservation measures, seed for sowing, 
and assistance with training and education.

The latest project for $155,000 will improve food security and 
access to water for several thousand households in the Turkana 
area of Kenya. The programme will support harvest and livestock 
production, install solar pumps and windmills and fix broken water 
sources. 

When Humanitarian Programmes Officer Mark Mitchell visited 
Kenya earlier this year, he found that when there’s no water, men 
in particular often leave to search for work in urban centres. But 
the reality is few jobs, and a large influx of others from rural areas 
looking for them. The hope and promise of jobs is just not there. 
Wives are left to care for children, livestock and land.

This was 
the case in 
Karururu, 
Central 
Kenya, where 
the nearest 
drinking water 
was several 
hours’ walk 
away and 
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there was nothing for crops or livestock. Thanks to your support, 
the picture is different now.

Your contributions enabled villagers themselves to lay an extra 
seven kilometres of pipeline in exchange for food. It has brought 
water permanently to the village.

When Mark spoke to the men of the village, they said, ‘We are 
pleased because we didn’t want to leave and now we won’t have 
to.’ The women: ‘This means that our families will stay together.’ 

Valuable lessons about disaster management have been reinforced 
by last year’s Horn of Africa famine and this year’s Sahel food crisis. 
The most crucial are the importance of early warning systems and 
intervention, and of having good systems in place – such as the 
water pipeline to Karururu. These make the difference between 
drought and severe famine. And it’s why we value your donations 
to general funds that help us prevent or minimise disasters, and 
help end hunger and poverty.

FUNDRAISE FOR US – JOIN THE HEROES
It’s even easier to fundraise for Caritas, now that we’ve 
partnered with Everyday Hero to provide online fundraising 
services. Everyday Hero partners with nearly 100 New Zealand 
charities, linking them with public ‘peer-to-peer’ fundraising 
events such as the Auckland Round the Bays and The Rotorua 
Marathon.

You as our supporters can more readily help us with your 
own fundraising efforts known as ‘peer-to-peer’ fundraising. 
Everyday Hero lets you not only make donations to us but also 
fundraise for us with your own fundraising web page – making 
you our ‘Everyday Hero’. A fundraising page is a mini-website 
accessible to family, friends and colleagues that gives you the 
capabilities to accept donations online. You may be competing 
in an event, taking on a personal challenge, having a special 
occasion or wanting to remember someone. All these are 
opportunities to fundraise for Caritas, turning what you are 
doing into social action. Tell us your stories too.

How does it work? First check out ‘Fundraise for us’ under 
‘Take Action’ on our website. This takes you to our Everyday 
Hero charity page where you can see events and appeals you 
can fundraise for. Once you’ve made a selection, you will see 
‘Start Fundraising’ on the first page. Select it and you will 
be asked to register and create a fundraising account. If you 
have chosen to participate in one of the nationally organised 
events, you will need to choose Caritas as your charity. Once 
you have set up your fundraising account you can set up and 
personalise your own fundraising webpage for Caritas. Now 
the fun begins! You can also choose to build your own Caritas 
fundraising page not linked to a specific event or appeal by 
selecting ‘Build fundraising page’ from our main Everyday Hero 
charity page. 

What are you waiting for? Whatever you’re involved in, you 
have the ability to turn it into an opportunity for social action 
– to raise money, but also spread awareness about Caritas and 
the work we do. Show your family and friends that you care 
enough to want to make a difference! 
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SCHOOLS SPOTLIGHT
The latest highlight in the Caritas schools calendar was the New 
Zealand Catholic Education Convention in Wellington. Every 
three years principals, teachers and other stakeholders take the 
opportunity to re-connect with each other and be nourished with 
fresh new ideas for school teaching. 

Caritas was there again, offering two seminars, including 
an opportunity to meet a range of staff members in ‘Caritas 
Conversations’. Our display table had lots of freebies for 
schools, including a new resource: A Guide to Caritas for Schools, 
containing information, contacts and inspiration. It was well-

received, so if you would 
like your own copy 
please contact the office 
and we will post one to 
you. The team enjoyed 
meeting many teaching 
professionals and we look 
forward to a continuing 
relationship. 

Our current social justice resources on food and hunger are 
circulating through schools. Every September for Social Justice 
Week we focus on one topic which draws attention to injustice 
in our world. This year the Social Justice Series booklet, Our Daily 
Bread: putting food on the table asks searching questions about 
people’s access to sufficient food. 

The accompanying resource for schools is centred around sharing 
food at a meal. Fruit of the earth and work of human hands 
offers ideas as springboards for further study under the strands: 
Spiritual Food, Daily Food, and Food and Hunger. Eighteen 
worksheets accompany the booklet, and can be downloaded 
from the website. Interesting support material also on the 
website includes a photo gallery of food-related images from 
around the world, and a case study from a Home Economics 
teacher who has developed a social justice unit on hunger ‘at 
home’ in Aotearoa New Zealand.

During May we were entertained by original and memorable 
songs from students as young as 10 years old. We had many high 
quality entries for the SINGout4JUSTICE competition from around 
New Zealand. The winning song with the catchy title It happens 
all the time, was composed by a 12 year old girl from Thorndon. 

With strong interest from older 
students, we have extended the 
competition for 2013 to Years  
11-13. Staff are looking forward 
to hearing what the seniors 
have to say about our ‘One 
Human Family’ theme! Find out 
more on the website.

Children from Te Kura O Hato 
Maria, Pawarenga with a Lenten 
Peace Lamp. 

Earlier in the year, we visited schools the length of both islands 
to promote the Lent Appeal. It was rewarding to meet so many 
of you and your classes – there is some wonderful work going on 
out there. Our visitor from Caritas Jerusalem commented on how 
special the New Zealand students were. At the Justice Leadership 
Days, Claudette Habesch was impressed with the level of 
thinking and questioning by our seniors, and was greatly moved 
by the compassion and solidarity shown to her.

Another highlight is the number of letters we receive with 
generous donations from your schools. Students do some 
amazing things to raise awareness of injustices and encouraging 
others to give. Fundraising from the Lent Appeal and the Sahel 
‘Time to end the hunger’ Appeal totalled $60,000 as of August. 

Sadly, we have also had to farewell Liz Sullivan, our part-time 
education officer who resigned from Caritas to travel overseas. 
We are in the process of employing new staff to replace her. Liz 
enjoyed her time with Caritas especially meeting so many of you 
doing such a great job! 
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West Papua also faces oil palm threat
Palm oil concerns in West Papua were shared by Br Edy 
Rosariyanto, a Franciscan priest from West Papua (Indonesia), 
when he visited Wellington in July. Br Edy works for SKP-KC, the 
Franciscan office for Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation 
in Jayapura, West Papua, but is improving his English in New 
Zealand for six months. 

While Br Edy is of Javanese origin he was born and raised in 
West Papua. He now lives and works with local communities in 
Keerom, Papua.

Br Edy spoke about SKP-KC’s work raising awareness and 
educating farmers about the threats posed by logging and 
large scale palm oil plantations. He also shared a recent success 
whereby SKP-KC lobbying had managed to persuade the 
government to defer plans to set aside land for conversion to oil 
palm.

SKP-KC also monitors human rights in West Papua, engages with 
social issues and finds solutions to conflict. They have worked 
to protect the rights of traditional Papuan women traders, and 
with indigenous land owners to preserve land ownership.
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A monetary gift
(please find gift enclosed)

Joining your regular giving programme
(please send me information)

Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss: ________ First  Name:  ___________________________ Surname:____________________________

Street Address: ____________________________________________________Suburb:__________________________

City:_______________________Ph:________________________Email:______________________________________

Enclosed is my gift as cash/cheque for:   $500  $250  $100  $50  $20  or $ _____________

OR please charge my credit card:    MasterCard   Visa   Amex   Diners

Number: ___ / ___ /___ /___ /  ___ /___ /___ /___ /  ___ /___ /___ /___ /  ___ /___ /___ /___  Exp. Date: ____/____
 
Please send to: Freepost 689 (no stamp required – but appreciated)         Signature_______________________ 
Caritas, PO Box 12193, Wellington, 6144. Or visit our website at www.caritas.org.nz

Thank you for your commitment to help make the world a better place through Caritas.
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Adding my name to your mailing list for future 
newsletters & appeals (my details are supplied below)

Leaving a legacy of hope through a bequest.
(please contact me to provide information).

Please tick all that apply

The Catholic Agency for Justice,  
Peace and Development

Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand is a member of Caritas 
Internationalis, a confederation of 165 Catholic aid, development 
and social justice agencies active in over 200 countries and 
territories. ‘Caritas Internationalis’ literally means ‘love between 
nations’, and we are called to be a sign of the love of God for all 
humanity, a love that knows no bounds or boundaries.

thank you for lent
We’d like to extend a heartfelt THANK YOU to everyone who helped the 2012 Bishops’ 
Lent Appeal. 

Your generosity has raised a total of $878,578 in donations. However we are also aware 
that people contribute to Lent in many ways other than financial, such as prayer 
support or helping with the appeal at your parish or school. We would like to acknowledge this 
support and ensure that you know how much we value you.

The Lent appeal is a massive undertaking not just for Caritas staff, but also for every Catholic 
school and parish in New Zealand. Without the tremendous support we get from you it would not 
be the continued success that it is.

Once again we thank you for your generosity of money and time. We also hope that through our 
Lent materials you have gained a better understanding of the life-changing work that we are able 
to do because of our supporters. 

lament, hope and action – christianity and the ecological crisis
Wellington 5-7 October 2012, St John’s in the City.

Caritas is jointly hosting an ecumenical environmental conference in Wellington in early 
October. Opening speakers Jonathon Boston and former Bishop of Palmerston North 
Peter Cullinane will introduce the moral and ethical issues facing Christians as a result of 
environmental change.

The Conference includes liturgies of lament and hope, and workshops 
from people incorporating action on environmental issues with their 
faith expression.

Attendance costs have been kept to a minimum: $30 waged and $15 
unwaged. Accommodation for out-of-towners is also available at Tapu 
te Ranga marae, Island Bay.

To register and for further information visit:  
http://lamenthopeactionconference.eventbrite.co.nz
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